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PINK RIBBON DAY 
Statement by Minister for Women’s Interests 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen - Minister for Women’s Interests) [9.06 am]:  Pink Ribbon Day is an event 
organised by the Cancer Council Australia to promote community awareness, raise funds for research and offer 
support to people suffering from breast cancer.  Each year the number of Western Australians affected by breast 
cancer continues to rise.  In this state 1 150 women were diagnosed with cancer in 2005.  During that same time 
222 women lost their battle and died as a consequence of the disease.  Furthermore, six per cent of all women 
diagnosed with breast cancer in Western Australia were under 40 years of age.   
However, more women are surviving the disease than ever before due to significant advances in early detection 
and treatment.  The good news is that a woman’s risk of dying from breast cancer before the age of 75 years has 
been declining from a one in 43 risk in 1983 to a one in 56 risk in 2004.  While a single cure for breast cancer 
has not yet been identified, there are many outstanding services, support organisations and people who need to 
be thanked for their outstanding efforts given to the fight against breast cancer.   
In the area of prevention through early detection, services such as BreastScreen WA should be commended for 
consistently delivering an outstanding service to the community through the provision of free screening services 
through seven metropolitan sites, and to remote and rural communities through four mobile screening services.  
BreastScreen WA has screened more than 850 000 women since the beginning of the service in 1989.  BSWA 
exceeds national screening cancer detection standards and detects about five cancers for every 1 000 women 
screened.  Vital to tackling breast cancer is the need to invest in, and promote, research.  Efforts of doctors such 
as Professor Christobel Saunders and her team at Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital are to be commended for their 
world-class and ground-breaking research into breast cancer.  
I should also commend the decisions of the Australian government earlier this year, which will improve breast 
cancer outcomes.  The listing of Herceptin and Taxotere on the pharmaceutical benefits scheme will mean that 
all women diagnosed with breast cancer and for whom these treatments are indicated, irrespective of their 
capacity to afford the drugs, will have access to the best possible pharmaceuticals. 
As members of Parliament and members of the Western Australian community at large, we can all take on 
responsibility to work within our own electorates to promote awareness about early detection and safe treatment, 
and to assure those diagnosed that there is real hope of survival and full recovery.  I thank those female members 
who joined me on the steps of Parliament yesterday, and ask all members to join the fight against breast cancer 
by wearing their pink ribbons and supporting Pink Ribbon Day on Monday, 23 October. 
 


